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A Study on Student Participation Behavior
in Community Development

(Through the Practice of the TGO Nishitakaya Community Development Project)

Asahi KUNIMOTO *1, Takanori ICHIKAWA™

This study focuses on community development activities in local cities, positioning student
participation as a central theme. The case examined is a Town & Gown-based community
development project implemented in Nishitakaya, Higashihiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture,
with the aim of examining the nature of student participation in community development.

This study concentrates on the conditions under which participation actually occurred by
analyzing multiple community development activities, including civic meetings, workshops,
historical research and fieldwork, vacant-house renovations, management of a community hub,
and festival events. Participation was examined through a cross-sectional comparison of
implementation conditions such as participant attributes, recruitment methods, announcement
timing, event schedules, activity content, and the presence or absence of role assignment.

Based on this analysis, the study suggests that participation in community development may be
shaped through the interaction of participants’ positions and roles, the benefits gained from

[ "2

participation, the burdens associated with participation, and the appropriateness of

announcement timing and event scheduling.

Keywords: Student Participation, Community Development, Town & Gown,
Academia—Government—Industry, Local city
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